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 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
 

 

Understanding 

addition and 

subtraction 

Choose an appropriate 

strategy to solve a calculation 

based upon the numbers involved 

(recall a known fact, calculate 

mentally, use a jotting, written 

method. 

 

Understand and use take away and 

difference for subtraction, 

deciding on the most efficient 

method for the numbers involved, 

irrespective of context. 

Choose an appropriate 

strategy to solve a calculation 

based upon the numbers 

involved (recall a known fact, 

calculate mentally, use a 

jotting, written method) 

Choose an appropriate 

strategy to solve a calculation 

based upon the numbers 

involved (recall a known fact, 

calculate mentally, use a 

jotting, written method) 

Choose an appropriate strategy to 

solve a calculation based upon the 

numbers involved (recall a known fact, 

calculate mentally, use a jotting, 

written method) 

 

 

Mental 

methods 

Select a mental strategy 

appropriate for the numbers 

involved in the calculation. 

 

Add and subtract numbers 

mentally, including: 

- a three-digit number and 

ones 

- a three-digit number and 

tens 

- a three-digit number and 

hundreds 

Select a mental strategy 

appropriate for the numbers 

involved in the calculation. 

 

Add and subtract mentally 

combinations of two and three 

digit numbers and decimals to 

one decimal place 

Select a mental strategy 

appropriate for the numbers 

involved in the calculation 

 

Add and subtract numbers 

mentally with increasingly 

large numbers and decimals 

to two decimal places 

Select a mental strategy appropriate 

for the numbers involved in the 

calculation. 

 

Perform mental calculations, including 

with mixed operations and large 

numbers and decimals 

 

 

 

Understanding 

multiplication 

and division 

Choose an appropriate 

strategy to solve a calculation 

based upon the numbers 

involved (recall a known or 

related fact, calculate mentally, 

use a jotting, written method) 

 

Understand that division is the 

inverse of multiplication and vice 

versa 

Understand how multiplication and 

division statements can be 

represented using arrays. 

Understand division as sharing and 

grouping and use each 

appropriately 

Choose an appropriate 

strategy to solve a calculation 

based upon the numbers 

involved (recall a known or 

related fact, calculate 

mentally, use a jotting, written 

method) 

Choose an appropriate 

strategy to solve a calculation 

based upon the numbers 

involved (recall a known or 

related fact, calculate 

mentally, use a jotting, 

written method) 

 

Identify multiples and 

factors, including finding all 

factor pairs of a number, 

and common factors of two 

numbers 

Choose an appropriate 

strategy to solve a calculation 

based upon the numbers involved 

(recall a known or related fact, 

calculate mentally, use a jotting, 

written method) 

 

 

 

 

Written 

Methods 

Write and calculate 

mathematical statements for 

multiplication using the 

multiplication tables that they 

know, including for two-digit 

numbers times one-digit numbers, 

progressing to formal written 

methods. 

 

Write and calculate 

mathematical statements for 

division using the multiplication 

tables that they know, including 

for 

two-digit numbers divided by one-

digit numbers, progressing to 

formal written methods 

Multiply two-digit and three 

digit numbers by a one-digit 

number using formal written 

layout 

 

Divide numbers up to 3 digits 

by a one-digit number using 

the formal written method of 

short division and interpret 

remainders appropriately for 

the context 

 

 

Multiply numbers up to 4 

digits by a one- or two-digit 

number using a formal 

written method, including 

long multiplication for two 

digit numbers 

 

Divide numbers up to 4 

digits by a one-digit number 

using the formal written 

method of short division 

and interpret remainders 

appropriately for the 

context 

Multiply multi-digit numbers up to 4 

digits by a two-digit whole number 

using the formal written method of 

long multiplication. 

 

Multiply one-digit numbers with up to 

two decimal places by whole numbers 

 

Divide numbers up to 4 digits by a 

two-digit number using the formal 

written method of short division 

where appropriate, interpreting 

remainders according to the context 

Use written division methods in cases 

where the answer has up to two 

decimal places.  

 


